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PREFACE

Sanskrit literature is very rich and vast. It has
been enriched by the contribution of a good number
of authors. Among them, only a few have given
their geneology ; their number could be counted on
fingertips. Fortunately, Mayideva, the author of
Anubhavastitra clearly states his geneology as well as
his native place etc., in the beginning of this work.

¢ Aipura’ (Magge,) which is on the bank of the
river Malaprabha (Malapaharini) in north Karnataka,
was his native place. He praises, in a philosophic
manner, * the greatness of that village (Aipuri) and
also the sanctity of the river.

Upamanyu Sivacirya was the first preceptor of
this geneology, in whom spiritual knowledge and
action are blended harmoniously. Bhimanatha Prabhu
descended from Upamanyu Sivicarya and the former
was known for his penance. Mahagurukale§vara was
Bhimanatha’s son and he was well-versed in Sastras.
Boppanitha was the son of Mabhagurukale§vara and
he was deeply versed in Srauta and smarta literature.
Boppanatha’s son was Nakarijaprabhu and his son
was Sangame$vara who had mastery over Indian
philosophy in general and ViraSaiva philosophy in
particular. Mayideva himself; the author of the
present work, and son of Sangame$vara, gives the
etymology of the term ¢Mayideva’® as synonym to
Siva.

1. Anubhavasutra. I. st.7-9
2. Anubhavasutra. I. st. 15-18
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According to the statement of Channabasava-
purana® of Virupdksa Pandita and also tradition,
Mayideva was a contemporary of Devaraya II, King
of Vijayanagar (1419-1446 A, D.). Hence he seems
to have been a contemporary of Jakkanna and
Camarasa the well known Kannada writer.
Therefore, Mayideva’s date may be fixed at fifteenth
century A-D.

Mayideva was a very great scholar and well-
versed both in Sanskrit and Kannada. His works
clearly reflect that he was proficient in Sruti, Agamas,
Upanisad, Gita, Smrti, Purina, Dar$anas and so
forth. Mayideva is the author of the undermentioned
six works. The first three are in Sanskrit and the
next three are in Kannada.

1) Anubhavasutra (Sivinubhavasutram)

2) Visesartha Prakasika

3) Satakatrayam

4) Ekottarasatasthalasatpadi

5) Satakatraya

6) Vacanas (He is said to have composed the

Vacanas, but they are not available)

The works of Mayideva are very popular because
they are replete with scholarship and crystal clear in
exposition. Mayideva’s profound scholarship and
mastery over other branches of Indian philosophy
have enabled him to elucidate the Sivadwaita (Vira-
$aiva philosophy) in an excellent way- His works
are indispensable to understand Virasaiva philosophy:.

3. Channabasavapurana.
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Mayideva is greatly extolled with reverence by all the
later Vira$aiva writers.

Anubbavasutra :

There are twenty eight Saivagamas and two
hundred and twenty five Upagamas. The twenty
eight Saivagamas commence with Kamika and end
with Vatula. Vatula is regarded as the best among
the Saivagamas and it consists of two parts; the latter
part is termed © Pradipa’ or ¢ Sivasiddhantatantra.
In that, the philosophy of satsthala is narrated.
Mayideva further expounds that Satsthala Siddhanta
is based on Sruti, Saivigamas, Smrti, Upanisads.
Sivadharma, Puranas, Gita, Anubhiva (intuitive
knowledge) and Pramanas etc. The author humbly
submits in Anubhavasutra that his intention was to
expound the satsthala philosophy which is the essence
of the above- mentioned authoritative works:

Anubhavasutra consists of eight parts (Adhikara-
nas). In the first adhikaraga, the matter narrated
above is stated along with the mention of the contents
of the remaining seven parts. The Second adhikarana
is called Sthalanirdesa. In that, the Ultimate Reality
(Brahman), Is characterized as existence (Sat),
intelligence (Cit) and bliss (Ananda); it is also termed
as Sthala. Mayideva gives a philosophical inter-
pretation of the word ¢Sthala’* by resorting to
etymology ; accordingly, ¢ Stha * signifies ¢ Sthana’
and ‘ la >means ¢ laya ’» because, itis the Absolute,
the source and support of the evolution of the entire

4. Anubhavasutra. II. st.3-9,
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universe and of phenomenal existence and because
ultimately it is the resting place of all beings and the
entire universe. In short ¢ Sthala ’ is the source of
creation, evolution and also of involution.

Mayideva frequently uses and expounds terms
like Sthala, Linga, Brahman and so forth. These
terms, along with others like Tajjalan are used in
several Upanisads and philosophical systems. How-
ever, in all of them, the conception and spirit behind
these terms are more or less one and the same.

It is a well established fact that Siva (Sthala) is
inseparably associated with Sakti- Owing to agita-
tion in Sakti, Sthala is divided into — (1) Lingasthala
and (2) Angasthala. Itis to be noted that Siva
remaining unchanged in Himself appears in these two
forms. Lingasthala is Siva, the object of Worship
(Upasya). Angasthala is the individual soul, the
Worshipper (Upasaka). Just as Sthala is divided
into two forms, in the same manner Sakti which
is integrally associated with Him, is also divided into
two forms. In one form, Sakti as associated with
Linga is being called Kala ; it is in favour of Pravrtti.
Naturally, it leads to entanglement with the world.
The other form resorting to Anga is called Bhakti ;
it is in favour of Nivrtti- Ultimately Bhakti (devo-
tion) helps the renuion of individual self (Anga) with
the universal self (Lifiga)-

In the third adhikarana, the division of
ingasthala and its characteristics are elucidated.
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Linga is derived from two roots, namely, *li’
and ¢ gam ’; ‘Gam’ to go, to issue forth, so to say
the source of creation, and “Li’' to absorb — the
object in which all things merge ultimately. Mayi-
deva clearly explains that Linga is responsible for
creation, protection and involution- Linga-sthala
is three-fold viz., (i> Bhavalinga, (ii) Pranalinga and
(iii) Istalinga. These three lingas are again divided
into six lingas in all as shown in the diagram below :

Lingasthala
Bhavalinga Pranalinga Istalinga
; ] !
4 I ,I | [
Maha- Prasada- Cara- Siva- Guru-  Acara-
linga linga linga linga linga linga

These six lingas, commencing from Mahalinga
and ending with Acaralinga will be operated on by six
kinds of Sakti viz., CitSakti, Paragakti, AdiSakti,
Icchasdakti, Jianasakti» and Kriyasakti.

The fourth Adhikarana narrates the details of
Angasthala. Anga denotes the spiritual aspirant
soul ‘Am’ means Ultimate Reality (Brahma) and ‘ga’
means that soul which moves or goes towards Brahma_
Hence, Anga means the pure, aspirant individual self
Angasthala is of three kinds viz., Yoganga, Bhoganga
and Tyaganga. In the first (Yoganga), the individual
Self attains the bliss of union with Linga (Siva); in
the second (Bhoganga), the self enjoys along with
$iva ; and in the third (Tyaganga), it realises the true
nature of this world. Each one of these three Angas
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is again divided into two kinds as shown in the follow-
ing diagram : ‘

Yoganga Bhoganga Tyaganga
l_,_____l____ l
Aikya §ara{na Prana- Prasad- Mahesa Bhlakta
lingin in

The stages from Bhakta to Aikya indicate the
stages of development of Bhakti (true devotion) in the
aspirant. The progressive development of Bhakti in
these six stages> namely Bhakta, Maheéas Prasadin,
Pranalifngin, Sarana and Aikya is further indicated,
respectively by such terms as Sraddha, Nisthd, Ava-
dhana, Anubhava, Ananda and Samarasa. The
characteristics of Bhakta; Mahesa etc. are also descri-
bed in detail.

The fifth Adhikarana is termed ‘Lingafiga sam-
yogavidhi’. The union (Samyoga) of individual self
(Afiga) with the universal self (Lifga) is termed
‘Lifigafigasamyogavidhi’. The Upanisad mahavakya
ctattvamasi’ is also interpreted as being the same in
spirit as ‘Lifigafigasamyogavidhi’. Further, Diksa
‘initiation into the spiritual path’, and the details of
Diksa which is said to be threefold are narrated in
this adhikarana.

The sixth adhikarana is termed “Sarvafiga-lifiga—
sahityanirupana’. In the individual self rendered pure
through the three-fold inltiation Diksa, further trans—
formation of the entire body is effected by way of
establishing the different lifigas in the sense-organs of
knowledge (Jfianendriyas) and in the sense-organs of
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action (Karmendriyas). Thus the complete body is
transformed.

The seventh adhikarana deals with Arpanasad-
bhava’ and it is two-fold viz.» Kriyarpana and Jnanar
pana, according to which all the objects of the
world are to be used only after they are offered to
God (Lifiga). .

In the eighth and last adhikarana termed ‘Kriya-
vidranti’, the best device of offering to God (Lifiga)
including actions is narrated in detail.

In short, Anubhavasutra is also regarded as an
abstract of Uttaravatulagama and is considered as a
very valuable and authoritative work for understand-
ing Viradaiva philosophy.

The munificent grant by the Government of
Karnataka has made it possible to bring out the
present edition of ¢ Anubhavaslitram’ along with
nine other publications namely:

1. Nyayamafijari- Vol. II
Descriptive Catalogue-Vol.IX
Vitulasuddhagama-Vol.I
, Vatulasuddhidgama Vol.Il
Yoga Sataka
Brahmastitra Bhagya
Madhaviya Dhatuvrtti Vol. I
Bodhayana Guhyasutra
Brahmasutravrthi
and with nine works namely :

1. Siddhanta Siddhafijana

2. Apastamba Grhyasttra

3. Anubhisya with Commentary

CPNAU A WD
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Descriptive Catalogue No. 10
Descriptive Catalogue No. 7
Sivatattva Ratnikara
Tarka Tandava
Virdgama-Vol.1

9. Raghunitha Vijaya
in the press.

Further owing to the generous grant fiom the
Government of India and Government of Karnataka,
the ( riental Research Institute is now equipped with
the first tier out of the three tier system for preserving
manusciipts and also with a fumigation chamber duly
installed. Hence our grateful thanks are due to the
Government of India and Government of Karnataka
in this behalf.

I should mention here the good and expeditious
work of Sri S. Chandrashekhar, Proprictor of
Bhaskara Printers, Mysore. It is a pleasant duty
.0 acknowledge the kind co-operation of the
members of the Syndicate, University of Mysore, and
the Advisory Committee of the Oriental Research
Institute in publishing valuable works.

Our beloved Vice-Chancellor Prof. K. S. Hegde
and Registrar Sri V. C. Hullur> LLA.S. are extending
their timely help and encouragement for the research
work and publications of our Institute. I take this
opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to them
and assure that the Institute will strive hard to bring
out many more valuable works.

H. P. Malledevara

0N L oA
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